























How did your art career help shape your personal voice and identity?

"I could never separate those things because I knew I wanted to be an artist at the
age of 5. I was looking for examples of creativity that I could relate to and identify
with. I could see [Frank] Stella and [Andy] Warhol but their work didn't reflect me.
They were like lofty, Apollonian gods. I wanted idols that sounded and felt like me. I
wanted to see it so I could become it. After college and learning the canon of great
men, it was the height of Second Wave feminism. I saw art that had much more to do
with me and my experience. It was amazing to see Elizabeth Murray's work and have
it change my life, to see Barbara Kruger's work and have it change my life again, then
to show with Sherrie Levine and have that completely change what I thought about

art. Those were the inspirations."

“BEFORE AND HAPPILY EVER AFTER,” 1991
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You have mentioned that your reigning desire is to engage the world. How do you
hope to empower the broader community through your work?

"I want truth. I know that art is supposed to be truth and beauty, but I am really only
interested in the truth. There are certain political moments that have defined my
consciousness, and I find it so upsetting—what is going on in the world right now
and how little some things have changed. There are always swings to the left and the
right, but I find that the pendulum swings most over those bodies of people of color
and women. There are a lot of down days...but also there are a lot of great women
doing incredible things in business, television, and production. I think that the art
world still really precludes women, but that's what is so important about truth being
a motivator. When your truth is speaking about people without power, that truth is
complicated, as artists of color know all too well. Forget a glass ceiling—hitting a
brick ceiling can be hard, especially when you are doing it over and over again.

I decided to become an artist when I was still a child and it has been a very hard path
since, especially as a woman. I would never advise someone else to do it. Yet for
some of us, there is an element of—this is who I am and what I need to be. It is sheer
drive, ambition, and vision that gets you through it, but in many ways, that's life and
all paths can be hard. At least you get to live doing what you love and what you think
you were put here to do. It has not been easy and it is not easy still, but I am proud
of my work. It took me decades to be able to say that, and to be able to feel confident
that I have said what I meant and meant what I said. Even with progress, there is still

much more work to do."
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